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Miss E Bagnall’s Corner
The end of another fantastic half term here at Clarendon Cottage Prep School—we cannot believe that it has come round so fast again! The children have
all worked incredibly hard over the last few months and it has been a delight seeing them discover new topics and find new confidence. Our youngest
children across Prep 1 and 2 are all so well settled at school and they are all showing their personalities more and more each day.
We enjoyed a wonderful Music Concert this morning led by Mrs Johnson and all of the children showed off what they have been learning in their private
music tuition. I was most impressed by the range of instruments played and how well all of the children have progressed since taking up their instruments.
I am sure all of the parents who attended were incredibly proud. If you are interested in your child taking up a musical instrument please do enquire with
the school office.
We have an exciting, but short, half term ahead of us before Easter—make sure that you check the dates for diaries in this Newsletter and keep them
somewhere safe. The children from Prep 1—4 will be working in earnest on their Spring Productions when we return after half term and we are all very
excited to see them brought to life—I have heard rumour of a dashing Prince Charming, some wiggly pond life, a dragon in need of some company and
sunflowers in soup! Our Junior children will continue working on their big Summer production—which will impress as always we are sure.
I would like to take this chance to remind everyone that we are a ‘nut free’ school and to gently remind all parents to double check snack ingredients. We
have a number of children with allergies and as such it is important that we are strict with this. Children in Prep 5– 8 are also asked not to include any
snacks/lunchbox items that contain eggs, green peas, nuts/coconuts, lentils, melon or chickpeas due to severe allergies and to ensure that they have
washed their hands and brushed their teeth if these were consumed before attending school. We appreciate your support with this as always.
I would also like to remind all parents to ensure that their children are wearing correct uniform to school—including a blazer, tie, smart school shoes
(black) and button badges. If you need a uniform list please do not hesitate to ask for one from the school office. During Winter/wet months I am happy
for children to either bring wellies to change into for break times, or to wear more of an ankle boot—ankle boots should come no higher than the ankle
and be black in colour; they should not be unnecessarily embellished e.g. ribbons or faux fur. Likewise, school coats should be bottle green/green in colour
ensuring that the coat has a hood. Whilst we have wet playtimes in torrential rain we do still go out in the drizzle for fresh air (essential in Manchester!).
Finally, I would like to remind everyone that if your child participates in extra-curricular activities and receives any awards, medals, certificates or general

accomplishments they are encouraged to bring them into school for our Friday Celebration Assemblies so we can share their good news with their
friends. We love to cheer on our friends and celebrate their success with them.
Thank you as always—we hope that you a wonderful half term break!

Mrs Waghorn’s Top Reads!
Prep 1— Too Many Carrots by Katy Hudson
Prep 2—Billy and the Beast by Nadia Shireen
Prep 3 —The Last Wolf by Mini Grey
Prep 4—Erika & the Anger Mare by Tom Percival & Mummies Unwrapped by Tom Froese
Prep 5 & 6—The Hatmakers by Tamzin Merchant
Prep 7 & 8—The Silver Arrow by Lev Grossman

Dates for Diaries
Friday 19th February—Break up for half term.

Monday 28th February—Return to school.
Tuesday 1st March— Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Day & St
David’s Day.
Thursday 3rd March—World Book Day—all children are
invited to attend school dressed as their favourite book
character. Brownie points for bringing the book too!
Tuesday 8th March—ISA Swimming Gala & ISA Netball
Tournament & International Women’s Day.
Wednesday 16th March—Prep 5 & 6 Netball Match.

Thursday 17th March—St Patrick’s Day.
Friday 18th March—Red Nose Day—all children to come to
school dressed as ‘Superheroes!’ (famous superheroes, made
up superheroes, personal superheroes & superheroes in our
community! £2 donation to Comic Relief.
Friday 18th March—Global Recycling Day—Eco Council lead
presentations to other year groups.
Monday 21st—Friday 25th March—Scholastics Book Fair
& UNESCO World Poetry Day.
Tuesday 22nd —World Shakespeare Week.
Wednesday 23rd March—Junior ‘Trip’ - Mayan & STEM
Workshop all day.
Thursday 24th March—PTFA Cinema Night—5:00—7:00pm.
Friday 25th March—Wear a Hat Day—£2 donation to Brain Tumour Research.
Monday 28th—Moments with Mums for Mother’s
Day. Important female relatives of our pupils are
invited in for a stay and play session—timings and
more information closer to the date.
Tuesday 29th March—Prep 1 & Prep 4 Spring
Plays—doors open at 2:00pm for a 2:30pm start.
Wednesday 30th March—Prep 1 & Prep 3 Spring
Plays—doors open at 2:00pm for a 2:30pm start &
Prep 7 & 8 Netball March.
Thursday 31st March—Prep 1 and Prep 2 Spring Plays—
doors open at 2:00pm for a 2:30pm start.
Friday 1st April—Break up for Easter Holidays.
Tuesday 19th April—Return to school for Summer Term—
first day of Summer Uniform.

Prep 1—Miss Magdalena
The children in Prep 1 have had a fantastic time exploring Dinosaurs and
prehistoric creatures. Everyone enjoyed the topic greatly and the level of
involvement in activities was outstanding. Our little palaeontologists had
plenty of opportunities to investigate closely the dinosaur world: we went on
a fossil hunt, we were looking at the different fossils with magnifying glasses
and light table and we learned how prehistoric creatures used to live and
what they like to eat.
It has been a pleasure and huge joy to see the sparkle and curiosity in
children’s eyes and to hear them learning so many new names of dinosaurs,
reptiles and extending vocabulary by adding advanced vocabulary such as:
fossils, carnivore, herbivore, reptile, palaeontologist.
To help the children to understand what actually happened to dinosaurs we
learned a bit about evolution and galaxy, mainly our Solar System, which
helped us to understand terminology like ’extinction’ and ‘climate change’. As there
are two theories about how the extinction happened we decided to spend our time
learning about asteroids and volcanos. The children took a part in Scientific
experiments and had a fantastic time
exploring messy play.
Last part of the term we focused on our
Mental Wellbeing and staying safe. The
children learned more about wide
range of emotions, feelings and how we
can calm ourselves. We used
‘Traditional Tales’ and well know
characters such as Big Bad Wolf,
Goldilocks and Little Red Riding Hood to
support understanding of ‘ActionConsequences’ and ‘Stranger- Danger’.

Prep 1—Miss Wozniel
How exiting was this term! We started our journey in a
galaxy far, far away ;)
We were learning all about space. We started with the Big
Bang, galaxies, nebulas, follow by stars, constellation, all the
way to Milky Way and planets. That came with lots of
amazing learning opportunities- understanding the concept
of time, making our planet timeline, talking about calendar
and time.
We spoke about differences and similarities within planets
and ourselves! We created own planets and own aliens!
We had a good look at planet Earth and Moon- we spoke
about gravity forces, day and night, spinning and much,
much more.
Coming back from this journey started our continents
topic. Every week we are learning about wonders of each
one. Starting with Asia- we had a chance to explore Russia,
celebrate Lunar New year, explore spices and herb and
have a real Asian feast. We travel to Africa - exploring
animals, biomes and tribes. We are heading towards
Americas and after a short break we will travel even
further- learning more and more about our planet and its
inhabitants.

Prep 2 —Miss Taylor
This half term has been wonderful in prep 2! We are really starting to see all
of the children’s personalities shine through and their effort in all of their
work is fantastic!
In our literacy lessons we have explored traditional fairy tales and worked
hard on our storytelling, role play and sequencing of stories as well as putting
our writing skills in action too.
We are perfecting our phonics skills and I can really see their learning in their
independent writing too which is fantastic.
In Maths we have been very busy indeed, exploring 2D and 3D shapes,
touching up on our knowledge of measuring capacity and weight and using
all of our key vocabulary. Continuing our work on addition and subtraction
using a variety of tools to support our
understanding, including part whole models,
number lines, ten frames and hundred squares!
In topic we have continued our work on
Dinosaurs and been looking closely at their
eating habits and how they protect themselves.
In Science we have continued to explore
materials and investigating all of their
properties and what objects are made from
them. We loved our umbrella experiments in
particular!
We are very excited already for our Spring
production next half term and every child were
given their first choice of character too which
was brilliant!

Prep 3—
Miss Westby
Well done Prep 3 for a great start to the new term. The children came back from
their Christmas holidays ready and raring to learn and have been able to get
through lots of our new curriculum this half term. In Math’s we have secured our
knowledge on number, looking at addition and subtraction and place value up to
50 and above. The children have been eager to understand new concepts and use
strategies that have been introduced to help them with their calculations. Next
half term we will be focussing on measurement within our Math’s lessons
which is something that we haven’t looked at before and should be very
exciting. In English, we have completed a unit on ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. The
children loved looking at this traditional tale and threw themselves into their
writing, I was amazed by what was produced, we certainly have some excellent
little writers. Coming towards the end of the term we have looked at a Poetry
unit. This is something that the children were less familiar with, however have
engaged with extremely well and again produced some super work. In Topic,
we have explored our new unit ‘We are Britain’ and have done lots of work
regarding British Values and The Four Nations. Next half term we will go on to
look at where we can visit within Britain, focussing on Seaside’s, Mountains,
Rivers and Castles. Overall, an excellent start to the Spring term and lots more
to look forward to going into the next half term. I hope that you all have a good

Prep 4—Mrs Cooper
What an exciting few weeks we have had in Prep 4. From learning all about
transport and how it has changed over the years, to exploring our bodies and
investigating how they develop from childhood to adulthood. This half term
has seen an array of practical activities where we have had the opportunity to
get creative and inventive with our designs such as support balloons, wheel
printing and Chinese Dragons. In Maths, we have been completing a number
of studies to gather data, allowing us to transfer this into tally charts and bar
charts. The children loved finding our all the teacher’s eye
colours and using this information to produce wonderful
charts. In English we have continued to add sentences to our
story of ‘The Marvellous Fluffy Squishy Itty Bitty’ – which as you
can probably see from the name, is a very exciting and wacky
story, bringing lots of joy to the classroom. We look forward to
seeing where this story goes… In upcoming weeks, we are
looking forward to learning about how music has changed over
the years. This will be the next step in our ‘Changes in living
Memory’ unit and help consolidate the children’s learning
surrounding this topic. We have thoroughly enjoyed the last
few weeks, but are welcoming the new half term with open
arms as we get ready for a whole lot of fun!

Prep 5&6 —Mrs Moore
What an exciting half term we have had! The children have been
immersed in their learning about the rainforests. Our journey
started by locating rainforest across the world, identifying what
makes a rainforest and who lives
there. We have created our
dioramas to demonstrate the
different stratum; performed rain
dances and made African musical
instruments. They also wrote
some amazing rainforest poetry
using metaphors.
In science, we have been exploring different
animals and using our facts to make an
interactive book. We visited Prep 1 to
present our booklet as part of our
random act of kindness activity. The
children also created branching
diagrams using our new Purple Mash
program to sort the animals.
During our maths lessons, we have
focused on written methods of
multiplication and division, perimeter
and have just started a unit of
fractions.

Prep 7&8—Mrs Waghorn
Another half term under our belts in Prep 7&8. Our topic work
has all revolved about the Ancient Maya civilisation. We have
compared timelines between South America history and British
history comparing and contrasting key aspects of their
societies. The class brushed up on their geographical
knowledge of South America and zoned into the key areas that
the Maya people lived. We have even turned our hand to being
investigating different archaeological evidence types and
casting a critical eye over how useful and what exactly they tell
us.
We have even incorporated Maya into our music lessons and
created some ocarinas out of clay. Once dry we decorated
them with bright eye-catching designs.
Over the past week we have been enjoying watching
interviews with five of the authors from the Bolton Book Award
Shortlist. I am so proud of how many of my class have started
(some have nearly finished) reading the six shortlisted books.
The books have generated many interesting and in-depth discussions about a range of
topics from homelessness to autism through to stammering.

Outstanding Writing from Prep 7
Children were given the picture (bottom right) as a stimulus for a cold write exercise—
here are some of the fantastic openers that the children wrote with no prep! It really
does show the amazing story-telling voices and flair that our pupils have developed.
It all comes rushing back. He remembers it clearly now. That morning he had seen five hamsters munching through seeds
that were meant to be planted. He had got mad and decided, there and then, to go to the shops and buy three cat/ hamster traps. Once he came home, the hamsters had gone so he could lay the traps. No creature was going to eat his vegetable seeds and get away with it. - By Leila
Here we are, about to get to the Nut Vault of Destiny. We just need to cross this line of ‘random socks with individual
toes’. I bet you are wondering how we got here. But first I would like to introduce my team. Alpha was the first born so
he is the leader then Bravo is second (definitely the brawn). Carbon is next, he is the brains but not the common sense.
Finally there is Dave. Dave is Dave. - By William
Dn dn dn dn, dn dn dn dn (think Mission Impossible
music). This is my squad, Jack, John, Dan and myself,
the leader drum roll please …, Bob. We are on a mission to get to the washing line, cross it, so we can get
to drop on to the trampoline. This is going to be a
hard mission. We don’t know what is waiting for us.
We need to complete our mission, and bounce, before
nightfall. - By Lucas
Yep, that’s us, four hamsters on a washing line. Now
stop, no don’t change book or switch on the telly. The
story how we got here is unprecedented, bold and a
bit daft. I, Odin the hamster, will tell you what took
place 24 hours ago and I will definitely not exaggerate. - By Arko

