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Miss E Bagnall’s Corner
Goodness—the end of another year already! 2021 was a year full of amazing highs alongside some trickier moments thanks to that which shall not be
named—Covid! However, despite it all I am reflecting on the year that we have had with pride. Proud of our wonderful pupils who continue to impress
us each and every day, proud of our dedicated and fantastic teaching team, proud of the wider staff who keep the school running and proud of the
community that we are continuing to build here at Clarendon. A heartfelt thanks to each and every person who is a part of what makes our wonderful
little school the family that it is.
This last half term has been an incredibly busy one and I have been so pleased that we have managed to keep as much normality as possible right the
way to the end of the term. Seeing the children back on stage, live in front of their families for the Nativity shows was a heart-warming moment. From
being a teacher to now being Headteacher the plays always are a firm favourite of mine. With children taking their moment to shine, others facing
down their fears and overcoming the stage fright to those stepping into new found talents for comedy or singing. What an utter joy!
Today we said goodbye to our wonderful school cook Janet Draper. After 29 years of service Janet has decided to retire. Janet is part of the soul of our
school and has kept our children fed at both the school and The Cottage Nursery . She must have fed 1000s of children over her time—including myself
throughout my school years. Janet will be sorely missed, but we are all so pleased that she will now have lots of time to tend to her garden and play
with her cat, Jackson! We wish Janet all the best with her next steps and sent her off with lots of love! Mrs McCormick is stepping up to the Head Cook
role and is looking forward to this next step in her career—we know she will be brilliant.
I hope that you all have a wonderful festive break and manage to enjoy plenty of family time. Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year.

Mrs Waghorn’s Top Reads!
Prep 1— Look Up! by Nathan Bryon
Prep 2—The Space Train by Maudie Powell-Tuck
Prep 3 —The Night Train by Matilda Woods
Prep 4—Einstein the Penguin by Iona Rangeley
Prep 5 & 6—Spin to Survive Frozen Mountain by Emily
Hawkins
Prep 7 & 8—(The Boy Who Got) Accidentally Famous
by David Baddiel

Dates for Diaries
Tuesday 4th January—School reopens post
Christmas closure. Inset Day.
Wednesday 5th January—Start of Spring Term.
Monday 10th—14th January— RSPB Big
Schools Bird Watch—we will be learning all
about our native birds and taking part in the
national study.
Monday 17th January—Martin Luther King Day—
children will learn all about this great man and the
impact he had on the world.
Tuesday 25th January—Robert Burns Night—children
will explore the origins and traditions of this day.
Wednesday 26th January—Australia Day—Prep 1
children will learn all about Australia and why this
day is celebrated.
Tuesday 1st February—Chinese New Year—All children will learn about
this celebration.
Monday 7th—11th February—Children’s Mental Health Week—Own clothes
day for £2 on Monday 7th ‘Dress to Express’ theme. This year the children
will be looking at being proud of who they are and how they have grown.
Tuesday 8th February—Safer Internet Day—all
children across school will be exploring how
they can keep themselves safe online and how
to get help and support if needed.
Friday 11th February—PTFA Valentine’s Disco—
5—7:00 pm.
Monday 14th February—Valentine’s Day—children will explore the origins
and traditions of this day.
Thursday 17th February—Random Acts of Kindness
Day—children will explore the impact doing
something kind for someone else can have on them.
Friday 19th February—Break up for half term.
Thursday 3rd March—World Book Day—all children
are invited to attend school dressed as their
favourite book character. Brownie points for
bringing the book too!

Christmas Shows
Every child took the stage with aplomb! We couldn’t be more proud of everyone and I
am sure you will agree they were all superstars. Thank you to everyone who made the
shows possible—we really look forward to them every year!

Prep 1—Miss Magdalena
In the second part of the Autumn Term Prep 1 children went on the
adventure ‘Around the World’. The children started the topic by learning
about seven Continents and five Oceans. We found out which continent is
the biggest, the smallest, the coolest and hottest. We learned about
different habitats around the Planet Earth and explored many wonderful
places.
The children went to visit, by joining wide range of activities, each continent
and learnt more about people, their cultures, languages, monumental
buildings, music and food. The children have had lots of opportunities to look at
the traditional tales, celebrate amazing festivals and practice some words in
different languages.
For the last two weeks of the Term we focused on our Nativity play and getting
ready for Christmas.
The children have
been working really
hard on learning
songs and lines.
We made lots of
festive decoration
and baking, and we
had a wonderful time
learning about
Christmas all around
the world!

Prep 1—Miss Wozniel
Last term we have been looking at our community. We have been learning about people
who help us - we had amazing time learning about different occupations and
professions.
We had a look inside our bodies, how we can keep then in good, healthy conditions
while talking about doctor, nurses and dietitians. We spoke about good and bad choices,
road safety, following the rules while talking about police officers, and we had an
amazing time becoming firefighters during our engineering challenges - building ladders
to save people from danger. We had a chance to deepen our knowledge about farms
and farmers during our Smithills Farm adventure. We become
architects and designers and we had a chance think who Prep 1 wants
to become when they will grow up.
Every new occupation was enriched with new books, vocabulary and
many mathematical challenges- our ultimate favourite- real money and
cash register during our shopkeeper job!
All of this was happening at the same time as our Christmas
preparations- creating our own Christmas cards, calendars and getting
ready for the big performance - Wriggly Nativity.
Now we will drift a bit from such a down to Earth topic as we will take a
trip to the stars - we will start exploring space, talking about planet slater coming a bit closer to known territories - continents on Earth.

Prep 2 —Miss Taylor
WOW! What a very busy half term we have had in Prep 2.

We have enjoyed lots of engaging activities and have been working hard on our
addition and subtraction knowledge. Some of us have even started to really use
our problem solving skills with word based problems too! We have continued to
work on our sentences and focusing on using our phonics skills to gain confidence
in our own segmenting skills! We really do have some amazing writers and
imaginations! We have continued to explore journeys in topic and have dived
straight into under and over the sea exploring journeys and transport over and
under water. In Science we explored our senses and had so much fun on our
sensory walks. We have rally enjoyed having Miss
Moore teaching us too. This is not even to
mention our very wet and windy but extremely
enjoyable trip to Smithills Farm, our amazing
performances in our Christmas Show and
enjoying Christmas craft and card making
sessions. We loved our Christmas fair and we
have danced and sung our little hearts out and
cannot wait for a lovely Christmas break with our
families and come back ready to continue our
learning journey in January! Have a wonderful
Christmas and Happy New year to all our
wonderful families! Miss Taylor, Mr Sewell and
Miss Moore.

Prep 3—Miss Westby
What a great finish to a great half term here in Prep 3. The children have worked super
hard this term and have had a wonderful time doing so. In Math’s we have been able
to refresh our knowledge of addition and subtraction and are looking forward to using
our skills when working with larger numbers next term. We have also become experts
in 2D and 3D shapes, exploring their properties and creating our own shape patterns.
We have completed our unit of work on ‘Last Stop on Market Street’ in English, where
the children have been introduced to lots of new and exciting writing techniques such
as, alliteration and onomatopoeia. They have all worked so hard to incorporate this
style of writing into their own work and I have been so impressed by what they have
been able to produce. In Topic, we have finished looking at ‘Our School and Local
Area’. We have had an amazing time investigating and finding out more about where
we live and what there is to do in our area. Our next topic will be ‘We are Britain’, now
focussing on our country and what it has to offer.
As well as all of this super learning, I am so proud of our Prep 3 children for
putting on the performance of the year! Their rendition of Penguin Pete blew
our socks off (or should I say flippers) and they should be so happy with what
they all achieved. We have also had an exciting theatre trip this term that was
enjoyed by all and have ended the term with lots of Christmas crafts that the
children have been eager to get stuck in to. Thankyou
for an amazing first full term, Prep 3, I couldn’t be
happier and am super excited to get started on lots of
new learning adventures in January. I hope that you all
have a lovely break as you all deserve it. Have a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and I’ll see you all
back in January. Miss Westby �

Prep 4—Mrs Cooper
Prep 4 have a worked so hard over the past few weeks with the run up to
test week. They produced lots of amazing results and demonstrated
commendable effort throughout. We have enjoyed learning about Money
in Math, and are looking forward to putting this into practice next term.
It is a shame our Big Cats unit has come to a close but this has definitely
been a favourite over the past half term, and we certainly have some
cheetah experts in our class moving
forward. Additionally, we draw our ‘Local
Area’ topic to a close; having learnt a
huge amount about the area we live in
and how this differs from others
countries around the world.
This term has been very exciting for us all
with trips to the theatre, plays and a carol concert but we are ready to begin the
New Year with some fresh topics and many more fun activities. Mrs Cooper is
exceptionally proud of each and every member of Prep 4, and is looking forward
to seeing the children progress further after Christmas.

Prep 5&6 —Mrs Moore
Well, this half term seems to have flown by and I’m impressed with
the children’s resilience to continue despite a mixture of home/
school learning.
We continued our Prehistoric writing by writing instructions on
‘How to wash a woolly mammoth’. Then we soared up high as we
wrote a play script about inventions and showing perseverance.
Within our topic, we created cave paintings, stone age houses and
used Lego or building blocks to represent Stonehenge. We then
completed a mini topic looking at maps and grid references in
preparation for our next topic on Rainforests.
In maths, we developed our written method
for subtraction and then moved onto
recalling our multiplication and division
facts. The competition started to heat up
with the introduction of the school leader
board for Times Tables Rockstars. We have
many competitive children in our class, but
I’m still winning!
We finally got our class back together for
the start of test week and they did not
disappoint. I am so proud of everyone for
the effort and determination demonstrate
their remarkable talents.

Prep 7&8—Mrs Waghorn
Christmas is nearly upon us, which marks the end of our first term. Just
because it was coming to the end of the term didn’t mean Prep 7&8 were
winding. In the last three weeks we have: completed our Autumn tests;
enjoyed a trip to the theatre to watch Peter Pan; spent all their parents’
money at the Christmas fair; entertained guests with our production of
Papa Panov and had a couple of arty days making our Christmas cards and
calendars.
Mrs Moore has continued to teach our science and the children completed
an investigation testing Darwin’s theory involving the evolution of beak
size. As you can see from the photos the
children get really involved in expanding
their scientific knowledge.
It has been a lovely term and myself and the
class are looking forward to the next two
terms. I would personally like to wish you
and your family a happy Christmas and a
healthy New Year.

School
Trips!

Christmas Fair!

